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Should the BC government

Maurine Karagianis
NDP transportation
critic

Ferries are our marine
highway, Familjes and
husinesses in coastal B.C.
are reeling from dramatic
increases in ferry fares,

When the Campbell
government privatized BC
Ferries in 2003, the pre-
Mier promised stable fares.
The exact opposite has hap-
bened, with fares doubling
0n sonte routes,

The Campbel} gov-
ernment hag repeatedly

“oreclaimed it is tnabls to.do
anything about the- dra-

matic inerease in fares
~ that government’s hands
were tied and that any
measures to help coasta
communities were “politi-
cal interference”

But last month, the
premier proved the gov-
ernment can help when it
chooses to, announcing out
of the blue that he would
roll back fares for twao
months in December and
January.

Campbell claimed that

is-two-month reduction
in fares was g response to

-the economic crisis, but his

actions beg the question:
if these reductiong are a
good idea for two months
in the pre-eléction period,
why aren't they a good idea
year-round?

The New Democrats
believe that fares should be
frozen until a fif} planisin
place that would take into
consideration the impact of
fares on comm ities:...
= BRyro

“Skytocke s i
had a deep and p

Impact on all coastal com-
munities. Residents strug-
gle to get kids to school,
get food and smedicine

from grocers and pharma, .

appointments, ..
Isiand businésse’s.strug-
gle to get their. goods to

cies;and to.attend medical

their market, oL
And that's without even

counting the fuel surcharge. .
that-was throw;

td down-the coast
protested and asked the
Campbhell government for
assistance, .. . "

Coastal . communities
need permanent solutions
to the devas

I want to set the record

straight regarding gov- .

crament support” for BC
Ferries.

In 1997, under the previ-

ous government, provineia]

' -contributions to. BC Ferries
& were just $5.million peryear

Today, covernmeni support
for BC Ferries is $150 mil-

- lion per year, 95 times larger

than what it was a decade

.ago, :
¢ Th

€18 “I0r minor, northern
and Sunshine Coast ferry
routes. It also helps to keep
costs affordable for Seniors,
students, -disabled resi-
dents and those travelling
for medical reasons. Over

financial crisis. The plan: -
‘includes. g

- want to:spend it wit] :
loved ones; and these fare -

axpayer dol- 7 time
ards the ferry

to 'pi‘btégt BClks ,:ec:o'ﬁoniyf _
amidst ‘the current-global

L 33-per-cent
reduction in ferry fares on.
all routes for. Decemboy
and January, as weil as the
restoration -of fiil] seTvics,
on major routes and the
Sunshine__Cﬁa’st.mute. PR

We are taking this action "
to help B.C’s families, coastal:
communities; and our retail-
and’ tourism:gect rs. The:

labour-relagions
climate, with many strikes

... that created big head:
“for the travelling ;

o BCTFerrieg ow an inde-
- pendent company, operating
is . -on sound business principles,
free of political interforence,
his governmient already
helps through our $150-
million contract pPavments

- every year, and now with
. the 83-per-cent; reduction in

8

reductions will-help-people




